
Candidate 1 Rick Thornton Adams

Address: 234 Pine Drive, Pine Mountain, GA 31822
Home:  706-663-4420 Mobile:  305-546-9144
Email: ricktadams@bellsouth.net
Occupation:  Retired Teacher/ Youth Leader
Church:  Pine Mountain First UMC 
District:  LaGrange
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

       Rick T. Adams is a member of 
First United Methodist Church of Pine 
Mountain. For three years he was the 
Youth Leader. After 38 years, Rick retired 
from teaching in Miami, Fla. He taught 
31 years in the public schools and seven 
years in a Christian School. During the 
last six years, in addition to being the 
theatre, Debate and SAT Math teacher, 
he was the Fine Arts Chair overseeing a 
$300,000 budget. Rick was honored at 
four schools as the Teacher of the Year.
       Most of his adult life, he was a 
member of a United Methodist Church. 
Two of the churches were the largest in 
the Miami District and for many years 
his family was an integral part in the 
operation of a smaller church. Positions 
that he has held include Liturgist, Lay 
leader, Sunday School Superintendent, 
Youth Leader (paid and volunteer). At 
Kendall UMC he was on the Worship 
Design team for three years. He has 
served on many committees. His first 

committee was the education committee 
at Van Nuys Methodist Church as a high 
school student.
       Rick has been a certified Lay Speaker 
(Lay Servant) for over 20 years. He has 
filled the pulpit in many Churches in 
South Florida and the LaGrange District in 
Georgia.
       Rick is married to Sandra, the 
Church’s Children’s Leader, for 42 years. 
They have 3 adult daughters.
       The requirements for an effective 
delegate appears to be a researcher, 
available, a speaker, a team member. 
He has an advanced degree (M. A. in 
theatre), was a Fellow at Northwestern 
University and a teacher/researcher at 
NYU. He was a speech professor for 10 
years. 
       The Love of Jesus and God’s Word 
will guide his duties in this position. 
He would be honored to accept the 
responsibility as a Lay Delegate.
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Candidate 2 John Adcox

Address: 2116 McLendon Ave, NE, Atlanta, GA 30307
Mobile:  404-759-6069
Email: jadcox@mindspring.com
Occupation:  CEO
Church:  Inman Park UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

       Over the course a 20+ year career, 
John Adcox has held a number of titles 
including Executive Producer, Vice 
President of Digital Media, Creative 
Director, Vice President of Creative 
Services, and CEO. 
       A few of his clients have included 
AT&T, Mercedes-Benz, Holiday Inn, Coca-
Cola, UPS, Goodwill, Time Warner, Disney, 
Delta Air Lines, 3M, Ford, and many 
more. In addition, he has hosted a radio 
show, acted professionally, 
designed games, written a play for a 
professional theatre company, taught 
university astronomy, and written 
articles on mythology, psychology, 
technology, religion, and marketing 
strategy.
       He is presently the CEO of ePic 
Books, a start-up focusing on a 
transmedia technology platform that 
can expand what an ebook can be, and a 
partner in a new film fund.
       John’s many, many interests include 
literature, religion and philosophy, 
mythology, the Arthurian legends, 
travel, baseball, science fiction and 
fantasy, marketing communications, 

Celtic music, new media, theatre, 
politics, astronomy, and cosmological 
physics.
       John is also the lay leader at Inman 
Park UMC. In a climate where far, far too 
many churches, across virtually 
all geographic, denominational, and 
demographic lines, especially those in 
young, affluent, in-town neighborhoods, 
are struggling, Inman Park has been 
blessed with more than five years of 
growth and success.
       In 2007, worship attendance 
averaged around 30 people on Sundays. 
Today, that number is more than 100, 
and the growth shows no signs of 
waning. God is doing some amazing 
work at Inman Park, and we hope that 
our (admittedly audacious) strategic 
vision document — which includes new 
ideas for reaching millennials and young 
families, might be a model to help other 
churches duplicate our success. With 
all modesty, we think Inman Park has 
something to add to the conversation at 
General Conference, and we would be 
honored to have a representative there.
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Candidate 3 Lily del C. Berrios

Address: 681 Upton Road, NW, Atlanta, GA 30318
Home: 404-352-8029 Mobile: 404-281-9900
Email: lilyb@sizemoregroup.com
Occupation:  Architect
Church:  St. Mark UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian Hispanic
Age Group:  Adult

       I was born and raised in Puerto Rico, 
the granddaughter of one of the first 
native Puerto Rican Methodist pastors. 
My parents and family were Methodist 
leaders. When I came to Cornell to 
study architecture and begin my career, 
I remained active in local church’s 
ministries as I do to this day. Since 1987, 
I have lived in Atlanta, with my husband 
Walt, and our daughters.   
       My journey as a Methodist has been 
marked by unique experiences.  For one, 
I first worshiped in Spanish.  To this day, 
hearing many Methodist hymn tunes 
evokes the Spanish in my head as I sing in 
English.  In addition, I learned to navigate 
the waters of Christian diversity quickly 
for as a Methodist, I was a minority in 
a mainly Roman Catholic country. The 
words “Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open 
Doors” carry significant meaning for 
me as I experienced them from that 
perspective.  The key, I found, is to have 

God’s love in our hearts and to focus on 
the faith that unites us, not the issues 
that divide us. 
       Within that context, I feel it is critical 
that we remain a church of relevance.    
Specifically, we must find the best ways 
to engage several groups:  The younger 
generations—children, youth, and 
young adults.  They value transparency, 
diversity and the genuine expression of 
God’s unconditional love for all.  Also the 
marginalized, those living at the edges 
of our society.  Finally, we must build on 
our multicultural strengths in the U.S. 
and internationally; I like to serve as 
an instrument in reinforcing these ties.  
Being an inclusive church that makes 
love, justice, equality, and peace the 
grounds for ministry and church polity is 
essential to reaching out internationally, 
to bringing the marginalized home, and 
to attracting and keeping our youth and 
opening leadership to them.  
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Candidate 4 Jonathan Rikard Brown

Address: 3122 Vine Circle, Decatur, GA 30033
Mobile:  404-536-4024
Email: jonnybeeman@yahoo.com
Occupation:  Director of Youth Ministries
Church:  Stone Mountain UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Decatur-Oxford
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Young Adult

       My name is Jonathan Rikard Brown. 
I am a life-long member of the United 
Methodist Church, and the son of two 
United Methodist pastors. My mother, 
Joy Rikard Brown, is retired from a career 
in the North Georgia Annual Conference 
In the past year I married Rev. Dr. Katy 
Hinman, the associate pastor of Decatur 
First United Methodist. I am currently 
the director of Youth Ministry at Zoar 
United Methodist. I hold a BA in religious 
Studies from Brevard College. I also have 
a Masters of Art in Religious Studies from 
the University of Georgia.  
       Far too many time when lines in the 
sand have been drawn our church has 
stood on the wrong side with stones in 
our hand. It is our time to move across 
those lines and stand with Jesus. So that 
we love all we encounter. I have had 
the privilege to work at several United 
Methodist churches. They include Coosa 

UMC, Maple Avenue UMC, and Decatur 
First United Methodist. I have always 
been connected with the church I have 
always prayed for the church to move 
in the will of God. Sometimes I have 
disagreed with decisions of the church I 
have always remained loyal and faithfully 
loved the church. It is with this in mind 
that I seek election to represent the laity 
of North Georgia at General Conference.      
It is time that our leadership sought to 
live out the open doors we advertise. 
       If I was elected I would push for the 
United Methodist Church to move into 
a place of tolerance and acceptance. 
A church that allows all to lead and be 
welcome, be they female, male, black, 
white, gay, or straight. It is time that we 
allow our theology of Grace to lead our 
leader. It is my prayer that if I was elected 
I would be a voice for that grace. 
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Candidate 5 Randy Brown 

Address: 127 Camden Road, Griffin, GA 30223
Home Phone: 770-412-6506     Mobile Phone: 770-401-4030
Email: randy.brown.0754@gmail.com
Occupation:  Retired Systems Analyst
Church:  Wesley Chapel UMC 
District:  Griffin
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  African American
Age Group:  Adult

       Thank you for considering me to 
serve as a 2016 delegate.  The United 
Methodist Church is the foundation of 
my faith.  I believe that the Church is the 
only movement in the world that exists 
for those not yet disciples.  When we live 
out our mission of spreading scriptural 
holiness, we transform communities for 
the sake of Christ. In the community, I 
volunteer and support the local schools, 
work with programs to reach at-risk 
males academically.  As a member of the 
Conference community, I participated in 
the Bridges Mission trips to Uganda and 
Venezuela. This experience helped me 
live into John Wesley’s understanding of 
the “world is our parish.”  
       For our United Methodist Church 
to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world, I would 
support:

Maintaining, strengthening and 
preserving the Wesleyan traditions 
and the Book of Discipline as our 
way of living together as United 
Methodists
Our commitment as faithful witnesses 
of the gospel and the Holy Bible as 
rule and guide for all decisions
Developing effective leadership that is 
doing the evangelistic work of Christ
Empowering laity and clergy who are 
enlisted and equipped to serve

       If elected, I pledge to give my time, 

•

•

•

•

talent, gifts, service and witness to the 
General and/or Jurisdictional Conferences 
and represent the interests of North 
Georgia. 

Conference:
Member, Board of Leadership UMC
Graduate Leadership UMC, 2012-2013
Lay Teller
Attendee at 2012 Southeastern 
Jurisdiction 

District:
Associate District Director of Lay 
Servant Ministries
At-Large Delegate to Annual 
Conference

Local Church:
Lay Leader
Certified Lay Servant
Facilitator Disciple and Special Studies
Member – Finance, Higher Education, 
Christian Education, United Methodist 
Men, Missions and Veterans Ministries
Previous Leadership – Chairperson 
of Administrative Council and Staff 
Parish Relations, Vice Chair Christian 
Education

Other:
•  Volunteer – Local Schools
•  Toastmaster – District Officer

•
•
•
•

•

•

•
•
•
•

•
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Candidate 6 Deloris F. Carhee

Address: 892 Cascade Crossing, Atlanta, GA 30331
Home: 404-505-1472     Mobile: 770-361-9387
Email: deloriscarhee@bellsouth.net
Occupation:  Part-time Administrative Assistant
Church:  Calvary UMC 
District:  Atlanta-College Park
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  African American
Age Group:  Adult

       My name is Deloris Fugh Carhee and 
I would be honored to represent the Laity 
at the 2016 General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences. I have been actively 
involved in leadership positions in the 
church over 20 years. I would like the 
opportunity to use my God given talents, 
and to pray, listen and put my faith into 
action to help make decisions by focusing 
on the mission of the church.
       Currently, I am the Conference United 
Methodist Women Parliamentarian, 
Assistant Dean of the Mission u Event, 
member of the Conference Resolutions 
Committee, and Conference Nominating 
Committee. I am the District Secretary 
for Connectional Ministries and District 
Lay Member Delegate.  I am a member at 
Calvary United Methodist Church in the 
Atlanta College Park District and serve as: 
a certified Lay Speaker, local unit United 
Methodist Women Mission Coordinator, 
Finance/Stewardship committee member, 
Lay Leadership and Development 
member, Sunday School teacher and New 
Members class leader.

       I have served in numerous 
Conference United Methodist Women 
positions such as: President, Vice 
President, Spiritual Growth Coordinator, 
Nominations Committee and Dean 
and Assistant Dean of the Conference 
Cooperative Mission Education Event.  
Other positions served were Dean of 
South Atlantic Regional School for the 
Southeastern Jurisdiction, District United 
Methodist Women Vice President, District 
Committee of Superintendency, District 
Associate Lay Leader, Basic Lay Speaker 
Teacher and leadership positions in my 
local church (Calvary).
       I am married to Winston K. Carhee 
Sr.  Together, we have two adult 
children, Latina Sharice, Winston Kyle 
Jr., a daughter-in-law, Chantaye and two 
grandsons, Winston Kyle III (2 years) and 
William Christopher (5 months).
       I received my education at Memphis 
State and Georgia State University.  I 
am retired from Delta Air Lines and was 
rehired as a contractor.
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Candidate 7 Kate Coleman

Address: 4053 Kingston Hwy., Kingston, GA 30145
Mobile:  404-539-5002
Email:  k8c@bellsouth.net
Occupation:  Student
Church:  Barnsley UMC
District:  ROCA
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Young Adult

       Kate Coleman has been a Methodist 
all her 21 years of life.  She grew up at 
Grayson UMC, but currently attends 
Barnsley UMC where her mother is the 
pastor.  
       She has been involved in church 
activities all her life, participating in 
choir, musical productions at church, 
youth groups and enjoys working in 
volunteer positions at food banks and 
homeless shelters. She loves to support 
organizations like Stop Hunger Now 
and Rome Action Ministries.  She has 
organized a regional group of people 
in the Rome area who are interested in 
radical hospitality and drawing the circle 
wide. She is a firm believer that “All 
means All” and believes that all people 
are deserving of God’s grace and love.  
       She has an Associate of Arts degree 
in Psychology from Georgia Highlands and 
will be attending the University of West 
Georgia in Carrollton as a junior in the 
Fall of 2015.  

       Her hobbies include painting and 
writing.  She enjoys video games and has 
built her own computer.  She is currently 
taking flying lessons and hopes to use 
her flying as a missional tool with an 
organization like Angel Flight that flies 
sick people from rural areas to hospitals 
for treatment.  She holds a 2nd degree 
black belt in Tang Soo Do and is working 
on her black belt in Hapkido.  
       She is interested in helping the 
church develop relationships in non-
traditional ways with the least, the last 
and the lost.  She is concerned about 
those who live in the margins of this 
world.  After graduation she is most 
interested in working with women who 
are victims are domestic abuse and 
violence. She says that her ideal job 
would be working with individuals that 
are not particularly comfortable with the 
church and help build a bridge between 
the church and these vulnerable children 
of God.   
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Candidate 8 Debora Constable

Address: 245 Kentwell Lane, Decatur, GA 30035
Home: 770-593-0676     Mobile: 404-717-2431
Email: villacaceres@gmail.com
Occupation:  Professor
Church:  Glen Haven UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Decatur-Oxford
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Hispanic / African American
Age Group:  Adult

       I am an Accounting Professor at 
Georgia Perimeter College. I am a single 
parent of a 24 year old, soon to be a 
college graduate. Currently, I am the 
caregiver for my 90 year old Mother, who 
is still in good health and is an active 
member of the choir at her church which 
is Holy Cross Episcopal Church in Decatur, 
Ga. 
       For the last 14 years I have been a 
member in good standing of Glen Haven 
United Methodist Church in Decatur, Ga. 
       Currently I am the Assistant 
Director of Lay Servant Ministries of the 
Atlanta Decatur Oxford District. I am 
the President of Glen Haven’s United 
Methodist Women and I am also on 
the Conference United Methodist Women 
Nominations Committee. I am the 
Director of Glen Haven’s Vacation Bible 
School. For the past 5 years I hosted a 
Back to School donation drive where we 
collected school bags and supplies for 

Canby Lane Elementary School. We have 
donated more than 500 book bags and 
school supplies in the five years. Other 
positions that I have held are Treasurer, 
Administrative Council Secretary, Choir 
member, and Sunday school Director.
       As stated in the UM Book of 
Discipline “Our forebears in the faith 
reaffirmed the ancient Christian message 
as found in the apostolic witness even as 
they applied it anew in their own
circumstances”. In 2015 we must 
remember our heritage and seek to reach 
others and apply the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ anew in our own circumstances. 
We must be inclusive and accept that
God loves us all. We may not agree with 
each other but it is not for us to judge or 
exclude others because they are not like 
us. Jesus met people who were different 
and thought them love. We must do the 
same.
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Candidate 9 Tom Cook

Address:  1820 Peachtree St NW, Unit 1202, Atlanta, GA 30309
Mobile:  678-576-0180
Email:  tcook@tomcooklaw.com
Occupation:  Attorney
Church:  Peachtree Road UMC
District:  Atlanta-College Park
Gender:  Male
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

       Elected Jurisdictional Delegate in 
2008. Elected Jurisdictional Alternate 
in 2004 and 2012, and was seated as 
voting delegate for both Jurisdictional 
Conferences. 
       Chancellor (legal council) to 
North Georgia Conference for past 
20 years, focusing on helping this 
annual conference and local churches 
improve their ministreis through better 
understanding of legal and Disciplinary 
standards. Past vice president and 
member of Board of United Methodist 
Church Chancellors Conference (UMC3) 
and presentely serve on its Book of 
Discipline recodification committee. 
Teach at district training sesions and 
national UMC legal conferences. 
Member of the Simpsonwood eclaratory 
Judgement Task Force, which cleared 
legal hurdles to selling Simpsonwood. 
       Previous served as district lay leader, 
secretary of the predecessor to the 
Boar do Laity, presidnet of Conference 
Board of Trustees and two-term member 
of the Committee on Finance and 
Administration. Memer of Vision Task 

Force and successory Connectional Table 
since its inception. 
       In my local churches, I have served 
as teacher, musician, and administrative 
leader. 
       This denomination has been at its 
strongest when it was a centrist church, 
a diverse church under a big tent and 
a church which reached out to all in 
joy. the slogan of the United Methodist 
Church, “Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open 
Doors” offers us a direction in which 
we should stribe in order to be a more 
centrist denomination. I will work for 
legislation which will help the Church live 
that slogan.
       The United Methodist Church has 
been the church of my fmaily for all our 
lives. I am committed to working for its 
strengthening at the 2016 general and 
jurisdictional conferences. My knowledge 
of church law, structure, and goals, and 
my contacts both within the annual 
conference and throughout Methodism 
give me a unique opportunity to 
represent North Georgia as a delegate to 
these conferences. 
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Candidate 10 Beth Corrie

Address: 485 Oakdale Road NE, APT 24C
Home: 404-681-5030     Mobile: 678-595-9175 
Email: ecorrie@emory.edu
Occupation:  Teacher
Church:  Druid Hills UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

       In my work with seminary students 
at Candler School of Theology and with 
high school students through the Youth 
Theological Initiative, I have the privilege 
of glimpsing not just the future of our 
church, but the present young leaders 
we already have, but do not always listen 
to as carefully, or support as fully as we 
should. These passionate, faithful young 
people challenge me to consider how The 
United Methodist Church will continue to 
welcome their voices and contributions 
as full members of the Body of Christ.  I 
spoke about this in my public address 
during the Conference Laity Luncheon in 
2014, because it is central to my Christian 
vocation.
       As a delegate to General Conference, 
I would support policies and elect 
leaders that will strengthen and grow 
the active membership of youth and 
young adults in our churches. How can 
we meet the spiritual needs of this 
generation? How can we partner with 
them to embody Christ’s love inside and 

outside the church walls? How can we 
listen and respond to their challenges to 
us as we live through this time of great 
change as an institution? I pray that my 
service would help find answers to these 
questions.
       A member of The United Methodist 
Church since confirmation, I have served 
the church locally as Church Council 
Chair (2003-2006), and as Lay Member 
of North Georgia Annual Conference 
(2009-present) at Druid Hills UMC. 
I have also served my District and 
Conference, offering workshops and 
serving as representative for Christian 
Unity and Interreligious Concerns on 
the Conference Leadership Team (2013-
present). I received my M.Div. from 
Candler School of Theology in 1996, and 
my Ph.D. in 2002 from Emory University. 
In my current work at Candler, I serve the 
church by mentoring students considering 
a call to ministry, discipleship and 
witness.
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Candidate 11 Howard R. Cox

Address: 4380 Mikandy Drive, Kennesaw, GA 30144
Home: 770-924-9158 Mobile: 770-366-6629 
Email: cox4380@bellsouth.net
Occupation:  Development Officer
Church:  Kennesaw UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Marietta
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

       God has empowered the United 
Methodist Church to fulfill His Global 
mission of making disciples of Christ. I 
ask for your vote to elect me to the 2016 
General or Jurisdictional Conferences 
so that I can represent your traditional 
biblical values through disciplinary edicts. 

I Support:
Focus UMC Evangelism as a joint 
effort of the laity and clergy by 
opening our doors locally, nationally 
and worldwide to spread the word of 
Jesus Christ.
Financial responsibility at all levels 
of Methodism to ensure responsible 
spending as a means to reduce local 
congregational apportionments
Develop youth and young adults 
programs throughout Methodism 
that are evangelically structured to 
give them a voice and opportunities 
to serve on boards and agencies that 
help mold the future of the church.
Wesleyan orthodox theology and 
doctrinal standards as outlined in 
the Book of Discipline which require 
compliance and accountability by all 
laity and clergy.
Continuous commitment to diversity 

•

•

•

•

•

of race, ethnicity, cultures and 
languages in all aspects of Methodism 
thereby allowing all brothers and 
sisters in Christ have a place at the 
table 

       As a District and Regional Manager 
for Fortune 500 consumer product 
and pharmaceutical companies I have 
extensive experience in team building 
and negotiating skills. I understand the 
nuance of working within a team 
framework without sacrificing my 
personal beliefs and integrity. 
My skills provide me with unique 
qualification to serve as your delegate to 
the General Conference.
       I pledge to bring a fresh and 
innovative prospective as a delegate to 
General Conference. My voice will be 
your voice on all debates concerning 
resolutions or amendments as well as 
voting on all issues according to the 
orthodox teachings of the North Georgia 
Conference.

SERVICE
Leadership UMC I, Lay Service, Trustee 
Chairman, SPR Chairman, Lay Leader, 
MUST Ministries.
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Candidate 12 Keith Cox

Address: 165 Willow Brook Dr., Roswell, GA 30076
Home: 678-585-9816     Mobile: 678-230-7684 
Email: kcox@ngumc.org
Occupation:  Treasurer and Director of Administrative Services
Church:  Dunwoody UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Roswell
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

Name: Keith Martin Cox
Home Church: Dunwoody UMC. I have 
served on the Finance Committee and 
currently serve on SPRC

Family: Married to Kay, also a member 
of Dunwoody UMC. We have a grown 
son and daughter, and have two 
granddaughters.

Conference/District Info: I am an at 
large delegate from the Atlanta-Roswell 
District. I served as a Jurisdictional 
Delegate in 2012 and 2004.
General Church Work: Member of 
the Economic Advisory Committee of 
the General Council on Finance and 
Administration. Member of the United 
Methodist Development Fund Board.

Employment: Conference Treasurer and 
Director of Administrative Services from 
2001-present. Member of the “Extended 
Cabinet”, the Council on Finance and 
Administration, Conference Board of 
Pension and Health Benefits, Conference 
Board of Trustees and Conference 
Personnel Committee. 

Civic Activities: I serve as the Treasurer 
of the Rotary Club of Brookhaven 
(Atlanta), where I am a past president, 

and am the Secretary of the Horseshoe 
Bend Community Association Board of 
Directors.

Education/Credentials: BS in 
Accounting from Auburn University; 
MBA in Finance from the University of 
Southern Mississippi; Certified Treasury 
Professional (CTP) from the Association 
of Financial Professionals

Positions on Salient Issues:
I believe that the “security of 
appointment” hinders accountability. 
It has resulted in a multitude of 
processes and procedures that 
attempt to effect accountability.  I 
believe there is a strong correlation 
between our membership decline 
in the US and the security of 
appointment
I will work to maintain the UMC as a 
unified denomination to the glory of 
God, with the tenets of the current 
Book of Discipline serving as the 
framework.
I believe that we need to continue to 
focus on maximizing the ministry and 
mission components of Conference 
(including the Districts) and General 
apportionments, while carefully 
managing administrative overhead.

•

•

•
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Candidate 13 Linda Culpepper

Address: 456 East Trippe St, PO Box 146, Harlem, GA 30814
Mobile: 706-833-4224 
Email: bobbylinda67@gmail.com
Occupation:  Former Educator
Church:  Harlem UMC 
District:  Augusta
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

       As a fourth generation Methodist I 
am very concerned about our future and 
will work tirelessly with clergy and laity 
alike to keep our church united through 
sound doctrine and discipline.  I believe 
strongly in building relationships in and 
outside of the church, in respect for all 
members and that mission work is the 
greatest act of worship we perform. 

I support:
The Bible as the true word of God, 
Wesleyan theology and the Book of 
Discipline.
Our present disciplinary position on 
issues of sexuality and human life.
Good stewardship not only of 
financial, but also our time and 
talents.
Accountability for our resources by 
the leadership and thereby reducing 
the local apportionments.
Reaching out to the unchurched, 
especially youth and young adults, 
with new and innovative programs to 
make disciples for Christ.
Working toward a revitalization of 
worship styles which will appeal to 
our younger generations.
Diversity in all churches with regard 
to race, culture and language; there 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

should be a place for all in the church.
Expanding missions through the local 
and global church.

       Having worked in education for 
thirty years during which time I served 
on several local and county-wide 
committees, I am well acquainted 
with teamwork, planning and making 
sometimes difficult decisions. I would be 
honored to serve as a delegate to General 
and Jurisdictional Conference, and I can 
be counted upon to be faithful to my 
convictions.

Service and Development:
Augusta District Lay Leader  (2011-
2015)
4 years member Conference Board of 
Laity
5 years Lay Member at Large to 
Annual Conference
Graduate of Leadership UMC
4 years District UMW officer
6 years Unit UMW President
3 three–year terms, Church Council 
Chair
3 years Worship Chair
3 years member on SPRC
Completed Disciple Bible Studies I-IV, 
Jesus in the Gospels

•

•

•

•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
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Candidate 14 Pamela Cornwall Duncan

Address: 1102 Springdale Road, Atlanta, GA 30306
Home: 404-687-8900 Mobile: 404-606-1932 
Email: pamelacduncan@comcast.net
Occupation:  Director of Public Programs at Children’s Museum
Church:  Druid HIlls UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

       My inspiration to offer to serve as 
a Lay Delegate to the 2016 General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences came during 
my participation in the Leadership 
UMC program. During the January 2015 
session I was giving the devotional on the 
beatitudes and felt a strong connection 
with every participant in the room. After 
the devotional I was approached by some 
who wanted to express the connection 
they had felt to the devotion. As the class 
continued I was inspired by our teacher 
saying that the function of leadership 
is to create more leaders. That really 
resonated with me. 
       I have been an active member of 
Druid Hills United Methodist Church for 
22 years. During that time I have served 
as Church Board Chair for the Preschool, 
Chair of Staff Parish Relations Committee, 
Chair of Administrative Council, Chair of 
Music and Worship Arts, and I currently 

serve as Lay Leader. I received my 
certificate in Lay Servant Ministries in 
2014. I have been married for 24 years to 
a lifelong Methodist—our two wonderful 
children, Annie and Jack, were baptized 
and confirmed at Druid Hills UMC.
       The mission of The United Methodist 
Church is achieved through vital 
congregations that equip and empower 
people to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
at home and communities around the 
world.  I believe that vital congregations 
are the only way we can sustain our 
future. Our churches need to be spirit 
filled places that welcome all people and 
our worship services need to be polished 
and empowering. Vital congregations 
have, and create, gifted, empowered, 
and equipped lay leadership.  I feel called 
to be a part of that leadership, serving 
as delegate to General Conference with 
dignity and grace.
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Candidate 15 Bob Fincher

Address: 1595 Park Chase, Cumming, GA 30041
Mobile: 770-653-5577 
Email: bobfincher@bellsouth.net
Occupation:  Retired Senior Executive Officer
Church:  Mount Pisgah UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Roswell
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

       Thank you for electing me to 
represent you as delegate at the 2012 
Jurisdictional Conference and reserve 
delegate at the 2012 General Conference.  
I desire to continue serving as there are 
issues to be addressed so the United 
Methodist Church can remain a vital 
evangelistic force.  

I support:
Teaching orthodox theology in the 
Wesleyan Christian tradition.  
Authority of Scripture and the current 
Book of Discipline with compliance 
and accountability by all United 
Methodist. 
Developing and promoting Bible based 
programs that will attract and retain 
youth and young adults in the church.  
The Great Commission, to make 
disciples by promoting small groups 
in local churches and providing 
discipleship training.
Conference sponsored programs on 
evangelism, missions, stewardship and 
leadership assisting local churches in 
congregational development.  
Faithful and accountable relationships 
between laity and clergy in the work 
of the church.
Fair conference representation on all 
General Church boards and agencies.
Continued restructuring of boards 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

and agencies, refining conference 
budgets and reducing local church 
apportionments.  

Current Service: 
General Church:  2012 General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences 
Annual Conference:  Trustee, UMC 
Foundation for Retired Ministers; 
Stewardship   
Chair, Worship Committee; Stream 
Team         
District:  Executive Committee; 
Finance Committee
Local Church:  Church 
Council;  PPRC; Executive 
Committee; Stephen Minister;                                                   
Emmaus; Kenya Mission Teams; Men’s 
Discipleship Ministry

       Experience in the local Church, 
District, Annual Conference, General 
and Jurisdictional Conferences, as well 
as, corporate experience negotiating 
agreements with international markets 
in multiple countries will serve as a 
foundation for addressing issues coming 
before our global General Conference.  
       As a humble servant of Christ, 
desiring to represent you, I welcome your 
continuing input.  If elected for the 2016 
Conferences, I will serve to the best of 
my ability while seeking guidance from 
the Holy Spirit.

•

•

•

•

•
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Candidate 16 Jane Finley

Address: 416 Black Mountain Road, Toccoa, GA 30577
Home: 706-886-4039 Mobile: 404-403-3969  
Email: mjfarms100@aol.com 
Occupation:  Volunteer
Church:  Toccoa First UMC 
District:  Gainesville
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

       THANK YOU for electing me to 
General and Jurisdictional Conferences 
in the past. I was honored to serve as 
Conference Lay Leader last quadrennium.  
Through these valuable opportunities, 
you equipped me to represent you with 
knowledge, insight and experience.  

I SUPPORT:
Orthodox theology and Christian 
teachings of Wesley including 
compliance and accountability to 
uphold current Book of Discipline by 
clergy and laity;
Evangelism as the main focus of UMC; 
laity and clergy in ministry of prayer 
and mission to proclaim Jesus Christ 
as Lord;
Mentoring lay leadership through 
developmental programs such as 
Leadership UMC, Lay Revitalization, 
and Lay Servant Ministry;
Working with youth/young adults to 
make disciples, seeking innovative 
ways to attract the unchurched 
through mission, community 
involvement and the church as a place 
of refuge for all of God’s people;
Seek opportunities for youth to 
explore God’s call to ministry and 
service, encouraging the planting of 
new worship places;
•  Ecumenical partnerships fostering 
God’s love and grace throughout the 

•

•

•

•

•

•

world;
Budgeting within our financial means 
at the general church level; reducing 
local church apportionments.

I pledge my time and energy to 
prayerfully represent laity and clergy, if 
elected.

SERVICE:
GENERAL CHURCH:  Connectional 
Table, Four Areas of Focus taskforce; 
Commission on General Conference, 
Rules Committee.
SOUTHEASTERN JURISDICTION: 
Episcopacy Committee
CONFERENCE: Director, Leadership UMC; 
Chair, Journal Handbook Committee; 
Member: Board of Laity, Episcopacy 
Committee, Trustees, Connectional Table; 
Lay Servant Ministries.
DISTRICT:  Chair, Connectional Table; 
Member: Board of Laity, Board of 
Ordained Ministry, Committee on Lay 
Leadership, Church Development; 
Connectional Group Coordinator. 
LOCAL CHURCH:   Lay Leadership; 
Stephens Minister; Disciple Bible Study. 
OTHER:  KSU Wesley Foundation Board; 
GA NARFE Federation Editor; GFMC 
Secretary; Leadership Development 
Facilitator.
       Holy Spirit, help me to be a living 
example of your Word, a disciple of your 
teachings and a humble, willing servant!

•
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Candidate 17 Sally Foster

Address: 4971 Leisure Drive, Dunwoody, GA 30338
Home: 770-986-7063 Mobile: 770-335-5833  
Email: sallyfoster7@gmail.com 
Occupation:  Retired
Church:  St. Mark UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

       I have been a Methodist since 
1963 when I was confirmed at Lanham 
Methodist Church in Lanham, MD. I was 
legally married last year in Forestville, CA 
to my partner of 13 years. I transferred 
my membership in the late 1990’s to St. 
Mark United Methodist Church in Atlanta, 
GA. I have served on the Board of 
Trustees, Administrative Council, and the 
Choir committee. I am a supporter of our 
Breakfast Club homeless feeding program 
and many other ministries and missions 
of the church.
       My position on an issue that I think is 
vital for the church’s survival and growth  
is to be true to our “Open Doors, Open 
Minds, Open Hearts” motto. I feel that 
often the rules and regulations of the 
church, though necessary to preserve 
order vs. chaos, dictate discrimination 
against our Christian brothers and 
sisters in Christ who are in the LBGTQ 
community.  We are hypocritical when 

we have a slogan of “Open Doors, Open 
Minds, Open Hearts” yet we refuse to 
acknowledge and embrace our LBGTQ 
Christian brothers and sisters that are 
already marginalized by society.  The 
Presbyterians and Episcopalians are 
already showing grace toward our LBGTQ 
Christian brothers and sisters yet we as 
Methodists seem stuck in the dark ages 
of prejudice. If the Pope of the Catholic 
Church can find it in his heart to say 
“Who am I to judge gay people” how can 
we as Methodists judge this group?
       As a life-long Methodist I have great 
hope for our future as a church if we can 
be true to our slogan. At St. Mark United 
Methodist Church we practice grace and 
non-discrimination as is evident by the 
diversity of our congregation and our 
ministries. This seems like a good model 
to me for the rest of the churches in our 
denomination.
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Candidate 18 Gary Fuller

Address: 2116 Stephens Walk, Dunwoody, GA 30338
Home: 770-455-1186 Mobile:  404-713-8690   
Email: full1186@bellsouth.net 
Occupation:  Former CEO
Church:  Kingswood UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Roswell
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

       Thank you for electing me 
as a delegate to two General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences.  I have 
worked to maintain a unified UMC with 
a commitment to the teaching and 
practice of our traditional biblical values 
on matters relating to personal holiness, 
social justice and the sanctity of the 
marriage covenant.     

I support:
energetic and aggressive evangelistic 
missionary activities involving youth 
and young adults; 
the spiritual vitality that is generated 
through an active small-group ministry 
and the revitalization of our small 
churches; 
teaching the Bible as the inspired 
and authoritative Word of God that 
is relevant today and maintaining our 
distinctive Wesleyan emphases;
a continued strong commitment to 
racial reconciliation;
prayer for living with assurance of 
faith as empowered witnesses;
faithfulness to our United Methodist 
heritage, upholding scriptural 
Christianity as stated in our current 
Book of Discipline;
cost-effective governance with fiscal 
responsibility and accountability from 
all boards and agencies to help us 
reduce local church apportionments.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

       As President & CEO of Woolworth 
Overseas Corporation I managed a global 
business operation and have extensive 
experience negotiating contracts with 
foreign governments and building bridges 
between people groups in different 
cultures.  I believe my experience 
uniquely qualifies me to serve as a 
delegate to the General Conference.   
       If you elect me, my pledge is to use 
my management and leadership skills 
to be a voice that represents North 
Georgia values during the debates that 
take place on proposed resolutions and 
amendments to our Book of Discipline. 
  
       Together we can make a difference! 

General Church: 2008, 2012 General and 
Jurisdictional Conference Delegate 
Conference: Board of Laity; Conference 
Finance & Administration; Leadership 
UMC; Connectional Café Speaker; Church 
Development Coach; NGUM Foundation 
Webinars 
AROS District: Lay Leader; 
Superintendency; Finance; Certified Lay 
Servant Instructor 
Kingswood: past Lay Leader; SPR, Council, 
SS and Disciple Teacher; UMM; Emmaus.
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Candidate 19 Rachel Fullerton

Address: 1172 Newbridge Trace, Atlanta, GA 30319
Mobile: 404-625-6905  
Email: fullerton.rachel@gmail.com 
Occupation:  Administrative Assistant
Church:  Embry Hills UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Young Adult

       I am Rachel Fullerton and I am 
offering to serve as a delegate to General 
Conference. I am a ”cradle United 
Methodist.” My dad, Lee Fullerton, has 
been a pastor for forty-three years in 
the North Georgia Conference. My mom, 
Karen Fullerton, is the North Georgia 
Conference Benefits Officer.
       I was raised to be active in the 
churches to which my dad was appointed.  
I learned the value of serving by working 
in the Tenth Street UMC food pantry, 
the importance of worship as an acolyte, 
and learned leadership skills in UMYF at 
Allen Memorial UMC. When we moved to 
Chamblee First UMC, I was a member of 
one of the first teenaged UMW circles in 
the conference.  As a teenager and young 
adult, I discovered the joys of our “life 
together” in the Wesleyan tradition while 
going on local church and conference 
mission projects to Honduras, New 
Orleans, Jacksonville, Mountain Top, and 
Hinton Rural Life Center.

       When I attended Wesleyan College, 
a United Methodist institution, I 
participated in Wesleyan Disciples, a 
campus ministry led by the Reverend 
Bill Hurdle. Wesleyan Disciples focused 
on community building, worship, study, 
and service.  Reverend Hurdles’ advice, 
“Love for the sheer joy of loving” helped 
shape me into the woman I am today.  I 
am currently an active member at Embry 
Hills UMC, where you can find me with 
the young adults, volunteering with 
the youth ministry on Sunday evenings, 
participating in the Square Pegs UMW 
circle, and serving as a worship leader. 
I am the young adult lay representative 
on the Annual Conference Planning 
Committee. I would like the opportunity 
to add another young voice to the 
growing chorus of young people from 
across the connection that seek to make 
disciples of Christ for the transformation 
of the world. 



20

Candidate 20 Geraldine “Geri” Harris

Address: 4711 Bishop Ming Blvd., Suite C132, Stone Mtn, GA 30088
Home: 770-808-7025  Mobile: 770-808-7025    
Email: geriharris@att.net
Occupation:  Election Official
Church:  Trinity UMC Atlanta 
District:  Atlanta-College Park
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  African-American
Age Group:  Adult

       The vital issues facing the Church 
today are hot topics. I possess 
experience, fortitude to make choices 
from a biblical, challenging , loving 
and moral perspective. As a General 
Conference delegate, led by the Holy 
Spirit, I feel competent to integrate the 
discipline of Wesleyan spirituality and 
Christian discipleship to perfect the 
Church’s mission.
       Personal and Education: native of 
Nashville, TN; undergraduate degree from 
the University of Iowa; graduate studies 
at NYU and the University of Missouri; 
member of Trinity United Methodist 
Church – Atlanta for 30 years. 
       Leadership roles at Trinity UMC: 
current Lay Leader, liturgist and liturgy 
writer: pastchair of Admin Council, 
Worship, Evangelism, and Education 
committees.               
       Leadership roles in the Atlanta 
College Park District: Past District 
Lay Leader, Director of Lay Speaking 
Ministries, Committees of Ordained 
Ministries and Superintendency; 
presently District Nominating Committee 
member; provides pulpit supply for 
local church, district churches and other 
denominations.
       Leadership roles on the conference 
and jurisdictional levels: past 
participation on Conference Nurture/

Outreach, Christian Education, Board of 
Laity, AC monitor, former advisor,  Lake 
Junaluska Assembly.
       These opportunities and experiences 
contribute to my spiritual growth and 
Christian education.

       Other vocational and leadership 
roles: retired, advertising supervisor, 
News America Marketing; educator/
entrepreneur with late husband Richard, 
Management/Training Consultant for 
National League of Women’s Voters, 
ITC Rural Church Leadership, Georgia 
State Health Planning Agency, and 
other national planning agencies; 
presently, DeKalb County Elections/
Board of Equalization; technical author; 
various civic groups; Korean Veteran: 
Signal Corps, Women’s Army; providing 
leadership training through the Adjutant 
General’s Office. 
       Financially supports: Paralyzed 
Veterans, St. Jude Hospital; UMC Mission/
Dominican Republic; Kiwanis-UNICEF 
World Programs; EESD Scholarship and 
Local Church.
       I have, by faith, accepted Jesus 
as Lord and Savior. I love God and 
the Church, and commit my life, with 
theological and spiritual integrity, to 
serving both.
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Candidate 21 Lee D. Highsmith

Address: 938 Memorial Dr., Gainesville, GA 30501
Home: 770-861-8162 Mobile: 678-936-8060  
Email: lhighsmith@georgia.ja.org
Occupation:  Executive Director 
Church:  Gainesville First UMC 
District:  Gainesville
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

       Loving congregations at Northside, 
Glenn Memorial, St. James Atlanta, 
Athens First and St. James Athens helped 
raise me.  My father Eugene Drinkard was 
a UMC minister for 50 years.  My mother 
Caroline Drinkard served by his side and 
was president of the United Methodist 
Women in the late 1980s. 
       As a teen I attended Camp Glisson 
and served on the Conference Youth 
Council and as a youth delegate to Annual 
Conference.  
       At age 17 I was the youngest delegate 
elected to General Conference from 
North Georgia and attended both General 
and Jurisdictional Conferences.
During my college years I served 
four years on the General Board of 
Discipleship in Nashville and was a 
counselor at Camp Glisson. 
       After graduating from UGA my 
husband and I moved to Gainesville.  
At Gainesville FUMC I’ve served as the 
Church Council Chair, Worship Chair, 
Education Chair and Youth Coordinator.  
       Our five children grew up in the 

church. Three children have been 
counselors at Camp Glisson. One child 
interned three years with the UGA 
Wesley Foundation. Our youngest is a 
youth ministry intern at Trinity on the Hill 
in Rome.
       Currently I serve as the Gainesville 
District Lay Leader and as Chair of the 
North Georgia Camping and Retreat 
Ministries Board. I lead a Bible study and 
teach Sunday School at GFUMC.
       As Executive Director for Junior 
Achievement of North Georgia, I 
frequently travel to Dalton where I 
participate in a Bible study at Dalton 
FUMC.  I am the President-Elect of 
the Gainesville Rotary Club and have 
volunteered regularly at the local hospital 
for 30+ years. 
       I love the United Methodist Church.  
I know the work required of a delegate. I 
believe it ’s important for delegates to be 
involved in their local churches as well as 
to have a heart for churches across the 
Conference.
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Candidate 22 Kim Hudgins

Address: 35 Deer Chase, Toccoa, GA 30577
Home: 706-886-7521 Mobile: 706-491-4423  
Email: hudgins@windstream.net 
Occupation:  Marketing
Church:  Toccoa First UMC 
District:  Gainesville
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

       I am excited for the opportunity 
to offer myself as a candidate for lay 
delegate to the 2016 General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences.  I have a 
background of leadership in the local 
church and understand the importance 
of equipping leaders as the foundation 
of our denomination.  If elected, I pledge 
to prepare myself to make prayerful 
decisions that will shape the future of 
our great church.

I Believe:
Jesus Christ is Lord, and the study of 
scripture is primary in the formation 
of our daily lives;
Our commitment “to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ” is our fundamental 
responsibility in response to God’s 
love for us; 
By being a living witness of Jesus 
Christ and His love for us, we show 
respect and compassion to all as we 
build the Kingdom of God;
Programs that empower and equip 
laity and clergy to become leaders are 
vital in teaching God’s written word, 
Wesleyan principles and orthodox 
theology;
Small churches are the backbone of 
our denomination and their strength 

•

•

•

•

•

and development are critical to 
making disciples;
Finding innovative ways to teach, 
support and develop youth and young 
adults in their faith walk is imperative 
for the future of UMC;                         
Through prayer, we are compelled to 
share the Good News throughout the 
world;
With God, all things are possible and 
with the Holy Spirit living within each 
of us we can make a difference ~ one 
soul at a time! 

I would appreciate your confidence in me 
and ask for your vote.

Service:
Conference: 2012 Leadership UMC 
Graduate and Board member (2013-15),     
At-large member to Annual Conference

District: Gainesville District Connectional 
Group 4 Leader, Certified Lay Servant

Local Church: Chair of Communications; 
Secretary, Administrative Board; Chair: 
Staff Parrish Relations Committee and 
Worship Committee; Member, Lay 
Leadership/Nomination Committee
 

•

•

•
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Candidate 23 Quinn Hudson

Address:  311 Tuxworth Circle, Decatur, GA 30033
Mobile:  404-374-7596
Email:  qhudson@hudsongroupinc.com
Occupation:  Director of Communications
Church:  Decatur First UMC
District:  Atlanta-Decatur-Oxford District
Gender:   Male
Ethnic Heritage:   Caucasion
Age Group:   Adult

Personal
•  Married to Millie Parrish Hudson
•  Four daughters, three grandchildren
•  Grew up in the Cherokee Heights UMC 
(Macon, GA)

Relevant Experiences
•  Member of Decatur First UMC, 28 years
•  Taught adult Sunday School, 28 years
•  Participated in Appalachian Service 
Project, 17 years
•  Chair, Administrative Board, three 
years
•  Member, SPR Committee
•  Lay Member to the North Georgia 
Annual Conference, three years
•  Graduate of Leadership UMC
•  Founder of the Arrendale Women’s 
Prison Ministry
•  Vice Chair, Georgia Prison Ministry 
Advisory Board
•  Past president, UMM

Statement
The United Methodist Church is 
faced with reclaiming, renewing, and 
rejuvenating our denomination.   We 
need to reclaim our Wesleyan heritage, 
Biblical and Scriptural literacy, and 
moral leadership.  We need to renew our 

energy, sense of purpose, and sense of 
social holiness.  We need to rejuvenate 
our membership, outreach, and sense of 
community.
       As people called Methodists, we have 
a message and sense of purpose that 
speaks to 21st Century.  John Wesley’s 
sermons and directives are as true today 
as they were more than 240 years ago.  
His views on salvation, connectedness, 
and the process for a personal 
understanding of God’s Word and Will are 
directives that work today.  
       The aspiring generation of Millenials 
which will produce our next leaders are 
diverse, committed to community, and 
distrustful of religion and politics.  Our 
challenge is to demonstrate, not just 
say, we embrace diversity, understand 
the critical importance of empathy with 
others who might not look or act like us, 
and are worthy of their trust.
       If we are to succeed as God’s 
messengers and doers, we have to live 
what we say and create a church that 
lives up to its pledge of being open, 
loving, and welcoming.
       I am a red-letter Christian and 
follower of Christ ... I seek to use Jesus as 
my plumb line.
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Candidate 24 Jeff Jernigan

Address: 5232 Lockwood Lane, Powder Springs, GA 30127
Home: 770-439-7787 Mobile: 404-391-9839
Email: jsjernigan@aoLcom
Occupation:  President Commercial Construction Firm
Church:  McEachern Memorial UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Marietta
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

       I believe God has uniquely positioned 
the United Methodist Church to make 
an impact for the Kingdom.  Thank you 
for electing me to  the past two General 
Conferences.  It would be an honor to 
represent you again in 2016.

My Beliefs:
We should strategically invest in 
ministries that make a difference 
in people’s lives. As NGC Missions/
Global Ministries team leader, I 
saw the renewal that comes when 
churches are externally focused.  That 
is why I am passionate about  helping 
churches learn how to move from an 
internal focus to an external/missional 
focus.
The primary work of the church is 
making disciples.  As lay leader I 
spearheaded a transformation of our  
local church structure to move people 
from committees to ministry and focus 
resources on mission and evangelism.
We should build bridges across 
cultural and racial lines, and among 
lay and clergy.  I was very excited to 
help in bringing together GBGM, The 
Mission Society, and World Methodist 
Evangelism to become co-sponsors of 

•

•

•

Beyond These Walls.
We are called to be good stewards.  
As a businessman who has to make 
payroll every week, I will endeavor to 
reduce the bureaucracy of our church, 
thus returning resources to the local 
church for ministry and mission.
We are called to be faithful.  I 
will defend our traditional church 
doctrines.

       
Areas of Service:
General Church:  2008 & 2012 General & 
Jurisdictional Conference Delegate,  In 
Mission Together Advocate North Georgia
Conference:  Chair Missions/Global 
Ministries, Leadership UMC I & II, 
Nominations,  Resolutions
District: AMAR Lay Leader, District Union
Local: Chair Church Council, Lay Leader, 
President UMM, SS Teacher, Youth 
Counselor
Other:  Wesley Community Center Board, 
International Leadership Institute  Nigeria 
and Eastern Europe National Conference 
Faculty, Tom Atkins Evangelical Ministries 
Board, Glencastle UM Children’s Home 
rebuild, Beyond These Walls Leadership 
Team

•

•
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Candidate 25 Leon Jourolmon, III

Address:  222 Stonecrest Court, Athens, GA 30605
Home: 706-353-3138 Mobile: 706-318-8358
Email: leonjourolmon@gmail.com
Occupation:  Retired CFO
Church:  Elberton First UMC
District:  Athens-Elberton
Gender:  Male 
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

INTRODUCTION:
       Thank you for electing me as 
a General Conference delegate in 
2011 and Jurisdictional Conference 
delegate in 2007 and 2011.  The 
knowledge I acquired at the 2008 
and 2012 General Conferences and 
Jurisdictional Conferences along with 
my past experience has broadened my 
understanding of the denomination 
and the many challenges we face in the 
future.
       Having served the conference as 
Athens Elberton District Lay Leader 
and Chair-Lay Revitalization Ministry, 
I developed a cadre of experienced 
laity to assist local churches through 
enhancing programs that build “disciples” 
encouraging laity participation.

IF ELECTED:
       I will faithfully serve with dignity and 
honor by upholding Wesleyan tradition, 
Orthodox theology and Biblical teachings. 
       I will:

Work with fellow delegates to adopt 
a responsible budget, strengthening 
UMC financial status and 
accountability.
Establish quantitative means to 
measure effectiveness of clergy.
Support programs to transition 
ineffective clergy into another career.

•

•

•

Diligently work toward mending 
disagreements within the 
denomination while remaining faithful 
to the high standards we represent.
Uphold and defend the current 
Discipline regarding sexuality and 
abortion.
Work to increase laity’s leadership 
role within general church.
Work to consolidate general church 
agencies and align work and resources 
with the priorities of the church.
Encourage clergy and laity 
partnerships “to make disciples”.
Support fair representation in the 
organizations of the church.

MY SERVICE:
CONFERENCE: Chair Lay Revitalization 
Ministry for eight years.  Member 
Conference Board of Laity for eight years; 
and Member Committee on Episcopacy 
for eight years
DISTRICT:  District Lay Leader, 
District President UMM; District Lay 
Representative Racial Reconciliation, 
Annual Conference Host Committee for 
thirteen years and Co-Chair for 3 years.
LOCAL CHURCH:  Chair Administrative 
Board, Lay Leader, Chair Council on 
Ministries, President UMM, Adult Sunday 
School teacher, Certified Lay Speaker/
Servant, Choir member. 

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Candidate 26 Joe Wesley Kilpatrick

Address:  1346 Drayton Woods Dr, Tucker, GA 30084
Home: 770-939-1807 Mobile: 404-964-3589 
Email: jkcpa71@gmail.com
Occupation:  Certified Public Accountant
Church:  Tucker First UMC
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

       Thank God North Georgia UMC grows 
steadily! While only six USA conferences 
show growth, 53 report decline.  Our 
great pastors and faithful laity make 
a difference, yet we must address 
challenges nationally. Let’s get the whole 
UMC growing! 
       Therefore, I am a Trustee of Asbury 
Theological Seminary, the largest 
provider of UMC pastors, pastors who 
help congregations grow. 
       I seek to replicate the 900% growth 
of our African UMC, so I travel, learn 
and teach biblical management skills 
to young adult UMC leaders in Africa. I 
raise funds providing about 250 Bikes and 
Bibles annually to the poorest African 
UMC pastors. My African contacts and 
relationships, built over time, facilitate 
our delegation’s effectiveness. 
       Seeking quality resources for laity, I 
serve (elected and reelected by the SEJ) 
as a director of our Publishing House, 
Cokesbury, where I promote orthodox 
theology in our Sunday School literature. 
I support great writers like Ellsworth 
Kalas and am glad we created the popular 
Disciple Bible Study. 

       Conference UMMen elected me 
several times to serve as their Conference 
President. There I supported missions 
and evangelistic youth outreach. 
       Appointed by Bishop McDavid 
as Conference Scouting Coordinator, 
our Scouting Ministries were national 
pacesetters, contributing to our growth 
and providing young Christian leaders for 
today.
       While compassionately considering 
the challenges in our diverse culture, 
challenges that cause the UMC to justify 
its positions at General Conferences, 
I have effectively defended Wesleyan 
holiness understandings of Scripture and 
successfully protected our Discipline from 
insertion of sexually liberal positions 
on ordination, marriage and human life.  
Let’s keep the ceremonies performed in 
your church and by your clergy faithful 
to both Scripture and Disciplinary 
covenants!
       Thank you for electing me previously 
to several General Conferences. Please 
keep my senior-level experience working 
for the North Georgia delegation!
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Candidate 27 Giselle Lawn

Address:  160 Timber Ridge Lane, NE, Calhoun, GA 30701
Home: 706-624-1658 Mobile: 706-217-5072
Email: gisellelawn@comcast.net
Occupation:  Forecast Manager
Church:  Saint Mark UMC
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Female 
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

       On January 21, 1991, I asked Jesus 
into my life.  I became active in the 
church, in outreach, and my life has never 
been the same.  As a transgender woman 
who loves the Lord, I came to the United 
Methodist Church six years ago seeking 
a church home, church family, and full 
participation in the church.  The North 
Georgia conference has provided that 
home, family, and participation to me.
       For five years I have served as 
annual conference lay delegate.  Through 
Leadership UMC, Leadership UMC II, 
and Lay Servant Ministries, you have 
equipped me for service in mission and 
ministry.  As a conference worship team 
member, I have served the stewardship 
and evangelism committees.
       In church, I serve the administrative 
council, board of trustees, usher team, 
and as Open Doors ministry coordinator.  
Two Holy Land trips with the church have 
strengthened my bible understanding.  
Locally, I serve as board member of the 
George Chambers Resource Center.

       Nationally, I serve as board member 
and treasurer for Reconciling Ministries 
Network.  I have been to Washington five 
times to lobby congress for employment 
nondiscrimination legislation.
       During the 2012 General Conference 
in Tampa, I volunteered as legislative 
monitor for the financial administration 
committee during week one and attended 
plenary and worship services during week 
two.
       As a delegate, the bible will be my 
first resource when carefully studying 
and considering issues.  I will work for 
a church that emphasizes missions and 
evangelism in program, budget and 
organization.  I will continue to work for 
the full participation of all people in the 
life of the church.
       You have prepared me to be your 
delegate.  As Isaiah 6:8 states: Then 
I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
“Whom shall I send? And who will go for 
us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”



28

Candidate 28 Cary C. Loesing

Address: 3008 Arnold Mill Court, Woodstock, GA 30188
Home: 770-924-9278 Mobile: 678-428-2510
Email: cary@ngcumm.org
Occupation:  Communications Specialist
Church:  Hickory Flat UMC  Canton
District:  Atlanta-Roswell
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

       I am honored to offer myself for 
consideration as a lay delegate to 
the 2016 General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences.  I have been called to serve 
Jesus Christ with all my heart, and all my 
talents.  I pledge to prayerfully prepare 
myself for the decisions we will face in 
shaping the future of our church.  
       Serving on evangelism seminar teams 
with the World Methodist Evangelism 
Bridge of the North Georgia Conference, 
I have seen the Methodist / Wesleyan 
movement alive and growing on nearly 
every continent.  
       I believe Jesus Christ is Lord and He 
is my Savior.  All Christians are called to 
be faithful witnesses to the Good News 
of Jesus Christ in our home, workplace, 
community, church and around the globe.  
Developing youth, young adults, and men 
as disciples are critical to our future. 
       I support: Upholding the current 
Book of Discipline, the guidelines defined 
within and changes based on sound 
Biblical principles;  Dialoging using 
Christian Conferencing to address the 
issues facing our church;  Implementing 
sound financial practices to efficiently 
manage and organize general boards, 
agencies, and conferences
       Thank you for your vote and support!

Experience:

Jurisdictional:
Member Communication Team, United 
Methodist Men

Conference:
Conference President United Methodist 
Men; Conference Board of Laity; 
Outreach Committee Secretary and 
Member; Executive Director, United 
Methodist Men; Board of Directors, 
Action Ministries; Lay Missionary Training 
Graduate;.

Atlanta Roswell District:
At-Large Delegate to Annual Conference; 
District President United Methodist Men; 
Nominations and Finance Committee 
Member; District Committee on Ordained 
Ministry.

Local Church:
Lay Leader; Delegate to Annual 
Conference; Committee Chairperson for: 
Outreach & Missions, Finance, SPRC, 
Evangelism and Nominations; Fellowship 
President United Methodist Men; 
Disciple Bible Study Facilitator; Sunday 
School Teacher; Certified Lay Servant; 
International Missions Team Leader; Walk 
to Emmaus; Boy Scout Troop Committee 
Chairman; Cub Scout Pack Cubmaster.
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Candidate 29 Deborah “Debie” Marshall

Address:  P.O. Box 723373, Atlanta, GA 31139
Mobile: 404-217-6047
Email: debiemarshall@yahoo.com
Occupation:  Human Resources Professional
Church:  Impact UMC
District:  Atlanta-College Park
Gender:  Female 
Ethnic Heritage:  African American
Age Group:  Adult

       If there was one word to describe 
Deborah Marshall that word would be 
Passionate! Better known as “Debie”, she 
is passionate about God, family, friends, 
and work. Always willing to be in service 
to others Debie is known for giving 
herself away to love, support, lead, and 
encourage anyone in need.
       Debie is a charter member of Impact 
United Methodist Church, Atlanta-
College Park District located in East Point, 
Georgia. Her core value of being obedient 
to God led her to this start up church 
where she’s served as a Human Resources 
volunteer, Lay Leader, Leadership 
Team (Church Council) Chair, Project 
Manager for membership, Finance Team 
member, Career Team Leader, Dance 
Team member, Creative Production Team 
member, Care/Prayer Team Leader, and a 
Connection Group curriculum developer, 
trainer and facilitator. Debie has served 
on the Atlanta-College Park Church 
Development Board and is a Delegate-
At-Large for the Annual Conference.  In 

2012 she graduated from the North 
Georgia Conference Leadership UMC 
program and has been serving on the 
board since. Currently, she serves as 
one of the first lay persons on the North 
Georgia Conference Personnel Policies 
and Practices Committee.
       Debie’s father was her first role 
model as a servant leader. He served 
twenty years in the United States Air 
Force and volunteered as head umpire at 
the baseball field on base in the summer, 
and with those experiences Debie’s 
understanding that we are all God’s 
children has been greatly influenced by 
living in and learning about different 
cultures. It is important for her to show 
her daughters how to live what John 
Wesley described as a Christian life and 
to know that we are all connected to 
one another. As a member of the United 
Methodist Church she is actively engaged 
with an open heart, open door and open 
mind.
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Candidate 30 Bill Martin

Address: 2853 Ashton Hill Drive, Dacula, GA 30019
Home: 404-556-1226 Mobile: 404-556-1226
Email: wgmartin@mindspring.com
Occupation:  Business Owner
Church:  Dacula UMC
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

       As an elected delegate to the 2012 
General and Jurisdictional Conferences, 
I was able to witness the best that our 
connection has to offer.   As a member of 
the Judicial Committee, I   collaborated 
with committed delegates from across 
the world to strengthen and clarify our 
policies and procedures.   Our committee 
brought meaningful legislation to the 
floor of the Conference to be enacted 
upon in the plenary session.   As we 
prepare for the 2016 General Conference, 
proposed legislation regarding the unity 
of the church will be a hotly debated 
topic.  I believe my experience at all 
levels of church leadership has prepared 
me to be an active participant in these 
discussions.   With your support, I would 
be honored to be elected as a delegate 
to the 2016 General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences as we all seek to move the 
church forward to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world.

I will support:
1)  Wesleyan renewal of the church 
through emphasis on scripture, 
intentional faith development and holy 
conferencing.
2)  Strengthening and expanding the 
concept of shared ministry between laity 
and clergy.

3)  Practices that will develop better 
lines of communication and eliminate the 
disconnect that exists between our policy 
makers and the people in the pews.
4)  Continued emphasis on holding our 
boards and agencies accountable to 
operate efficiently and to be fiscally 
responsible. 

Experience:
North Georgia Annual Conference:   

General and Jurisdictional Conference 
Delegate, 2012                                  
     Associate Conference Lay Leader, 
2012-present
Conference Board of Ordained 
Ministry, 2012-present
Head Lay Teller, 2007 -2010 
Leadership UMC 2005-2006

Atlanta-Emory District: 
District Lay Leader
Associate District Lay Leader
District Committee on Ordained 
Ministry

Dacula UMC:   
Lay Leader 
Administrative Board Chair 
SPRC Chair 

•

•

•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
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Candidate 31 Julie A. Arms Meeks 

Address: 1740 Century Circle NE #1233, Atlanta, GA 30345
Mobile: 404-376-0398
Email: JulieAArmsMeeks@gmail.com
Occupation: Administrative Assistant
Church:  St. Mark UMC
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Female 
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

       After twice volunteering at General 
Conference (2008 and 2012) with the 
Common Witness Coalition, God has 
called this 4th generation, life-long 
United Methodist, Methodist Children’s 
Home adoptee, and Marine Corps veteran 
to seek election as a delegate for the laity 
of North Georgia.
       My membership is at St. Mark 
UMC, where my service includes Lay 
Leadership, Worship Committee, 
Communion server coordinator, and 
regular usher. I’ve been active in the UMC 
since 1972.  My previous service includes 
Sunday School and Bible School teacher, 
Singles Council, Communion Steward, and 
choir member.
       To those who say you can’t be 
homosexual and Christian, here I am, 
and I am not alone.  God has claimed 
each of us, even as we were forming in 
the womb.  I believe in God’s love for 
all.  1 John 4:18 (CEB): “There is no fear 
in love, but perfect love drives out fear, 

because fear expects punishment. The 
person who is afraid has not been made 
perfect in love.”  It is time for the church 
to stop acting out of fear.  We need to 
remove the barriers and prohibitions 
to candidacy, ordination, marriage, and 
funding as it pertains to lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender persons.  We 
must begin to fully minister to all.   I 
believe the time has come for the U.S. 
to become a Central Conference while 
retaining its Jurisdictions. My service 
as a delegate will be characterized 
by boldness and courage in the face 
of exclusion by the UMC’s polity and 
practice. We are all beloved children of 
God called to let love, not fear, guide us 
in making disciples for the transformation 
of the world.
       My wife Vanessa Meeks and I met 
in worship at St. Mark UMC. My adult 
daughter Morgan East reminds us 
regularly how much she loves having two 
moms. 
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Candidate 32 Ellie McQuaig

Address: 749 Scott Circle, Decatur, GA 30033
Email: errm29@gmail.com
Occupation:  Student
Church:  Glenn Memorial UMC
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Youth

       I am a lifelong resident of Decatur, 
Georgia. I attended the Glenn School 
for Young Children for preschool, which 
led me to ask my parents to join the 
preschool’s church affiliation, Glenn 
Memorial United Methodist Church, at 
the age of 4. Since then, my family and I 
have been avid members of the church. 
Especially since joining the youth group 
in the fall of 2009 and being confirmed 
in the spring of 2010, I have participated 
in everything the church has to offer, 
including singing in the youth choir and 
going on choir tours to Boston and New 
York City, the Bahamas, and Washington 
DC, going on youth retreats and mission 
trips, volunteering at Vacation Bible 
School, and participating in the annual 
Habitat for Humanity build. 
       Since 2012 I have been a member 
of Glenn Memorial’s Church and Society 
committee, since 2013, I have been 
a youth representative to the Church 
Council, and since 2013, I have been the 
co-chair of the Youth Worship Committee, 

giving me the opportunity to plan five 
worship services to date. An aspiring 
United Methodist Elder, I have already 
been given the opportunity to preach 
four times at Glenn Memorial. 
       In the summer of 2014, I attended 
Candler School of Theology’s Youth 
Theological Initiative, directed by 
Dr. Elizabeth Corrie. While at YTI, I 
established many connections both 
at Candler and around the world, and 
learned more about what it means to be 
a Christian in a world seeking change. 
I also attended my first North Georgia 
Annual Conference as a youth delegate in 
the summer of 2014. 
       I am 17 years old, and live in Decatur 
with my mother, my stepfather, and my 
two younger brothers. I attend Druid Hills 
High School, and hope to attend Emory 
University for an undergraduate degree in 
history and religion, and Candler School 
of Theology for my Masters degree in 
Divinity.
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Candidate 33 Tonya Murphy 

Address: 4224 Cascade Rd., Atlanta, GA 30331
Home: 404-691-8207       Mobile: 770-364-6351
Email: tmmam@bellsouth.net
Occupation: Physical Therapist
Church:  Headland Heights UMC
District:  Atlanta-College Park
Gender:  Female 
Ethnic Heritage:  African American
Age Group:  Adult

       My name is Tonya Murphy. I am a 
lifelong Methodist. I am employed as 
a Registered Physical Therapist. I am 
married to Rev Matt Murphy and for the 
past 25 years we have served 7 churches 
in North Ga. We have one daughter who 
is a senior in high school. Our family is 
honored to serve the Headland Heights 
UMC in East Point – Atlanta College Park 
District.
       It has been my privilege to have 
represented NGA as a delegate to the 
2012 General Conference in Tampa and 
as a reserve delegate to the 2008 General 
Conferences in Fort Worth, TX.
       My service to the North GA 
Conference currently includes: Board 
of Higher Education, Outreach team 
and ex 0fficio member of Conference 
United Methodist Women, the Murphy 
Harpst Board and the 2016 Clergy Spouse 
Retreat Co-chair.
       Further service on the General 
Church level includes being a: 2nd term 
member of the General Board of Global 
Ministries which is scheduled to relocate 

to Atlanta in 2016. My responsibilities on 
GBGM include: UMCOR board, Technical 
Review Board for Imagine No Malaria 
and the Bylaws committee. I was the first 
elected to the National Board of Directors 
by the SEJ United Methodist Women in 
2012. This is my 2nd term on theNational 
Board of Directors of UMW. In this 
capacity my responsibilities include: the 
Planning and Assessment Committees, 
Limitless: Redefine Tomorrow planning 
team, National Assembly workshop 
leader, and Program Advisory Group.
       Previous service includes: President 
of Conference Clergy Spouses, District 
and Conference President of United 
Methodist Women, Conference Board 
of Ordained Ministry, Trustee of United 
Methodist Children’s Home, Bishop’s 
Leadership Forum, published in Response 
Magazine, and Leaders Edge.
       I enjoy singing, gardening and 
spending time with my family. My 
ultimate goal is to encourage others to 
develop a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ.
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Candidate 34 John Peterson

Address: 1351 Oxford Rd NE Apt 1, Atlanta, GA 30307
Home: 404-889-7126 Mobile: 404-889-7126 
Email: johndpeterson@gmail.com
Occupation:  Computer Technician
Church:  St. Paul UMC
District:  Atlanta-Decatur-Oxford
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Young Adult

       I am a lifelong United Methodist.  My 
father is a retired Elder in Full Connection 
and my mother was a Christian Education 
Director.  
       I was elected to represent the 
West Ohio Conference at General 
Conference 2000 and at the North Central 
Jurisdictional (NCJ) Conference in 2004.       
I participated in all required sessions at 
General Conference while completing 
my senior year in high school, where I 
graduated in the top 10% of my class.  
       I represented the NCJ as a member 
of the General Board of Global 
Ministries Board of Directors from 2000-
2008, chairing the Mission Personnel 
Committee from 2004-2008.  
       I graduated from the Candler School 
of Theology at Emory University in 2008 
with a Masters in Divinity. Since 2008, 
I have worked at Candler where I am 
a computer specialist. I have been a 
member at St. Paul United Methodist 

Church in the Grant Park neighborhood 
of Atlanta, serving the church in various 
leadership and technical roles. I have 
served St. Paul as a lay representative 
at the North Georgia Annual Conference 
since 2009.  
       As a youth, I participated in a 
Chrysalis Walk.  As an adult, I have 
participated in Disciple and have taught 
the God and Country program coursework 
to members of the Boy Scout Troop at 
my church.  I served as the Chaplain 
of a Boy Scout Troop at three of the 
United Methodist Churches I have been 
a member of including St. Paul.  I am 
an Eagle Scout and have received much 
of my leadership development training 
through scouting.  
       I am passionate about the future of 
the United Methodist Church and would 
be honored to serve the North Georgia 
Conference at General and Jurisdictional 
Conference. 
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Candidate 35 Mathew A. Pinson

Address: 1884 Audubon Drive, NE, Atlanta, GA 30329
Mobile: 404-788-7261
Email: mathewpinson@gmail.com
Occupation: University Development Officer
Church:  Glenn Memorial UMC
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Male 
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Young Adult

       We are called to proclaim the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ to the world. I believe 
this to be the central mission of The 
United Methodist Church. If elected 
again to represent our North Georgia 
Conference, I will continue to support 
the Book of Discipline, while highlighting 
that the only order of business is that 
which equips our denomination to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.  In order 
to be about this work, we must develop 
manageable and realistic budgets and 
programs, and we must have honest 
conversations about what it means 
to be good stewards. As a General 
Conference Delegate, I will continue to 
promote responsible stewardship and 
fair representation, and I will faithfully 
advocate for the election of strong 
leaders to the office of bishop, the 
Judicial Council, and to serve as directors 
of the General Boards and Agencies. I 
will also advocate for the reduction of 
the General Church budget, which will 
ultimately reduce the financial burden 
placed on the local church.

Areas of Service

Local:  
Eagle Scout (Boy Scouts of America) 
Substitute Sunday School Teacher 

Conference: 
Conference Lay Leader 
Past Associate Conference Lay Leader 
Lay Member of Annual Conference for 
18 years
Member, Board of Directors of the 
Foundation of Wesley Woods
Past Member, Board of Ordained 
Ministry
Member, Episcopacy Committee  
Past Member, Conference Council on 
Finance and Administration 
Past President, Conference Youth  

General Church: 
Delegate, 2000, 2004, 2008, and 2012 
General/Jurisdictional Conferences
Past Member, General Council on 
Finance & Administration (GCFA)
Immediate Past Chair, GCFA 
Nominating Committee  

Other:  
Reinhardt College Alumnus (2005) 
Reinhardt College Young Alumni of the 
Year Award (2008)

•
•

•
•
•

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•
•



Candidate 36 Lathem Postell

Address: 39 Aspen Lane, Cartersville, GA 30120
Mobile: 678-477-6303
Email: lathempostell@bellsouth.net
Occupation:  Student
Church:  Church at the Well
District:  Northwest
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Young Adult

“In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, 
liberty; in all things, charity.”
- St. Augustine
 
      Currently, I am an active member of 
The Well in Cartersville, GA located in the 
Northwest District. Prior to membership 
at The Well I was a member of Rutledge 
FUMC, Hope UMC and Hiram FUMC. 
Altogether I have served and attended 
the UMC for 17 years. 
       As a professing member in the UMC 
for 9 years and a youth/young adult 
delegate to Annual Conference for the 
past 5, I have become very invested 
in the interests of the UMC and only 
hope to see growth of the Church. As a 
delegate to General Conference, I would 
do everything in my power to maintain 
the integrity of the UMC and to continue 
to see it grow as an example of the love 
of Christ. 

At General Conference I would vote:
To affirm current Discipline 
language regarding sexuality while 
maintaining a level of mutual respect, 
understanding, and inclusion for all. 

•

To deny any attempt to split the 
current formation of the UMC.
Against realignment of Jurisdictional 
Conferences into Central Conferences.
For an increased level of 
accountability and uniformity for 
those serving on the Council of 
Bishops. 

       The upcoming General Conference 
is an important time in the life of the 
UMC. For such an important time, it is 
important to make sure your ideals are 
represented at General Conference. I 
ask that you pray for this election, those 
who are elected, and the UMC as we 
enter into this important time of Holy 
conferencing. 

“Though we cannot think alike, may 
we not love alike? May we not be of 
one heart, though we are not of one 
opinion? Without all doubt, we may. 
Herein all the children of God may 
unite, notwithstanding these smaller 
differences.” 
-John Wesley 

•

•

•

36



Candidate 37 Sue Raymond

Address: 3291 Garmon Drive, Loganville, GA 30052
Home: 770-972-3399 Mobile: 770-843-2790
Email: sueraymond@bellsouth.net
Occupation: Volunteer
Church:  Zoar UMC
District:  Atlanta-Decatur-Oxford
Gender:  Female 
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

       I was baptized as an infant at 
Liberty Methodist Church in Granger, 
Washington.  But it was decades later at 
Reinhardt College during a UMW mission 
study on John Wesley that I discovered 
why I had to be a United Methodist. 

In essentials, unity;
In others, diversity;
In all things, charity.

And:

The Gospel of Christ knows no religion 
but social: 
No holiness but social holiness.

       Quotes like these have helped me 
grow into being the person I think God 
is calling me to be, and to reach out to 
others through the global ministries of 
the United Methodist Church.
       I currently serve at various levels.  
At Zoar UMC, I have taught an adult 
Sunday School Class since 1983, chair 
the SPR Committee, and serve as 
UMW Education and Interpretation 

Coordinator.  In the ADOX District, 
I serve on the Superintendency and 
Finance Committees.  In the NGC, I serve 
as secretary of the Disaster Response 
Committee, on the Board of Ordained 
Ministry, Conference Board of Laity and 
as UMW President.  I have taught the 
children’s study leaders’ class at Regional 
Schools around the country for five years.  
I was blessed to serve as a delegate 
to the 2008 and 2012 Jurisdictional 
Conferences.    
       My husband, Terry, and I have been 
married for 45 years and have lived in 
Snellville since 1977.   We have been 
members of Zoar UMC since 1981.   We 
have two daughters.  Beth is a forensic 
psychologist in New Jersey and Katy is 
a critical care nurse at the University of 
Washington Hospital.    
       My daughters call me a professional 
volunteer.  Over the years I have 
volunteered as a tutor in their schools 
and on PTA, as a Girl Scout Leader and 
Cookie Coordinator, and I currently 
volunteer at a local senior center doing 
crafts and Bible studies.
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Candidate 38 Jasper J. Russell Sr.

Address: 3577 Wooda Dr., Decatur, GA 30032
Home: 404-289-3705 Mobile: 404-219-0818 
Email: jaspersr@bellsouth.net
Occupation:  Retired Software Developer
Church:  Columbia Drive UMC
District:  Atlanta-Decatur-Oxford
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  African American
Age Group:  Adult

       Thank you for electing me to the 
2008 and 2012 North Georgia delegation.  
I will be honored if you allow me to 
participate in planning for renewal in our 
great Church again in 2016.
       I am asking you to allow me to be 
one of your delegates and I will make 
sure that the laity of North Georgia are 
effectively represented.  I resolve that 
any position I may take or whatever I do 
-- whether in word or deed -- will be in 
accord with the teaching of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ.

I pledge to you that I will:
Make all my decisions based on 
scripture, the current Book of 
Discipline and United Methodist 
traditions
Support and uphold the United 
Methodist Church doctrine which I 
have done all my life.
Advocate for efficient management of 
the General Church budget to lower 
local church apportionments.
Support the Book of Discipline on 
humanitarian issues.
Attend and actively participate in all 
meetings.

•

•

•

•

•

Support holding both laity and clergy 
accountable to the United Methodist 
Church laws

A brief summary of my experience and 
service includes:

Conference:
Member of the North Georgia  
delegation, Past President United 
Methodist Men, Chair United Methodist 
Men Retreat Committee, Member of 
Board of Laity, Connectional Table, 
Evangelism team, Mission/ Global 
Ministries.
District:          
Vice President ADOX United Methodist 
Men, Member of Outreach Mission  
Committee, Certified Lay Servant
Local:             
Chair of SPRC, Chair Trustees, President 
United Methodist Men, Lay Delegate, 
Men’s Bible Study Leader, Member 
Evangelism, Lay Leadership, Finance 
Committee.

I will be honored by and grateful for your 
support.

•
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Candidate 39 Kathryn Schroeder

Address: 1184 Briarcliff Rd. NE, Atlanta, GA 30306
Mobile: 770-846-9673
Email: kathryn.schroeder23@gmail.com
Occupation: Non-Profit Event Management
Church:  Peachtree Road UMC
District:  Atlanta-College Park
Gender:  Female 
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Young Adult

       My name is Kathryn Schroeder and I 
have grown up in the United Methodist 
Church as a preacher’s kids where I 
have learned to follow Jesus and have 
grown in my faith. I spent my summers 
at Camp Glisson, singing on the porch 
and strengthening my walk. Through 
high school and college I served as a 
leader of Spiritual Life Retreats, helping 
youth in their faith journey. I was blessed 
to attend and graduate from a United 
Methodist school, LaGrange College, with 
a degree in Art History.
       I am now a young professional 
in Atlanta where I attend Peachtree 
Road UMC. At PRUMC I serve on the 
Administrative Board, Single Professional 
Ministry Council, and as a Young 

Professional Sunday School Class leader.  
This is my second year serving as a 
Young Adult Delegate for the Atlanta 
College Park District, and I feel that 
it is imperative to have Young Adults 
represented at the Annual, Jurisdictional, 
and General Conference levels so that we 
can hear what young people are looking 
for to insure our growth and relevance as 
a denomination.
       Our church has many complex 
and challenging issues that we need 
to address to continue to serve our 
world and fulfill our mission of making 
Disciples. It is my belief that we need to 
find common ground between all of our 
views to continue to be the church God 
has called us to be!  
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Candidate 40 Janet Sligar

Address: 2224 Bridle Ct., Norcross, GA 30071
Mobile: 678-462-2705
Email: janet.sligar@comcast.net
Occupation:  Documentation Auditor
Church:  Norcross First UMC
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

       Thank you for electing me twice 
to service in the delegation.  It is an 
honor to represent you.  I have gained 
unique insights, built strong relationships 
nationally, in the jurisdiction and in our 
conference.

I SUPPORT:
Equipping local churches to reach out 
to their communities, with boldness 
and authenticity.
Applying orthodox Wesleyan theology, 
based on Biblical principles, to all 
decisions of the church.
Encouraging laity and clergy to live in 
holiness, allowing our lives to show 
Christ’s love.
Developing and empowering 
lay leadership using Lay Servant 
Ministries, Leadership UMC, Lay 
Revitalization, and mentoring future 
leaders, opening doors of service for 
young adults.  
Offering engaging, exciting ministry to 
children and youth, allowing them to 
grow in grace and discover the love of 
God that can shape their lives.
Helping local churches to encourage 
spiritual growth, offering hope, love 
and grace in abundance.
Recognizing and developing leaders to 
form partnerships between laity and 
clergy. 
Communicating with local 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

congregations to foster trust and 
understanding.
Making transparent financial decisions 
that allow local churches to focus on 
their mission and ministry.
Fostering trust in local churches 
through equal accountability and 
adherence to the Book of Discipline by 
every United Methodist leader

SERVICE:
Member of North Georgia’s 2008 and 
2012 delegation
Conference Director of Lay Servant 
Ministries
Conference Board of Laity, Conference 
registration committee, 
Leadership UMC
Walk to Emmaus
Discipleship, Covenant,  Bible Study 
Fellowship , Genesis to Revelation 
Bible Studies
Women’s Retreat Speaker, Pulpit 
Supply, Certified Lay Servant 
Instructor
Taught first Lay Servant class in 
Portugal
Sunday School Teacher,  Bible Study 
Teacher,  Women’s Ministry
Ministry to Developmentally Disabled 
Adults
Numerous local church and District 
leadership roles
District Committee on Ordained 
Ministry

•

•

•

•

•

•
•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Candidate 41 Jacque Johnson Smith

Address: 4000 South River Lane, Ellenwood, GA 30294
Home: 404-244-1669 Mobile: 678-429-7730
Email: jj4785@bellsouth.net
Occupation: Retired
Church:  Cedar Grove UMC
District:  Atlanta-Decatur-Oxford
Gender:  Female 
Ethnic Heritage:  African American
Age Group: Adult

       My name is Jacqueline (Jacque) 
Johnson Smith and I am a wife, mother, 
grandmother, daughter, niece, sister, 
friend and child of God. I was born in 
Jacksonville, Florida the third of seven 
children to Willie James Idlett and the 
late Dorothy Jean Idlett. At the age 
of nine my family moved to Atlanta, 
Georgia. 
       I have worked in the banking 
industry, the newspaper industry and the 
airline industry. I am married with kids 
and grandkids.
       I was actually baptized in 1975 
at First Baptist Church on Gresham 
Road. I later joined Cedar Grove United 
Methodist Church in 1982. 
       As a member of Cedar Grove 
United Methodist Church I have held 
the following positions: Sunday school 

teacher, member of the UMW (Esther-
Dorcas circle), treasurer, trustee, trustee 
chair, Administrative Council Board 
chair, choir member, president of the 
choir, Chair of the church anniversary 
committee, and currently I hold the 
Finance Chair position. I am one of the 
ADOX district delegates to the annual 
conference. Plus I am a graduate of Lay 
Leadership UMC.
       I am an advocate of inclusivity. I 
believe not only, all are welcome, but 
it is our responsibility to make all feel 
welcome. As many program for children 
draw the adults into the Lord’s house, I 
feel that children’s ministry is extremely 
important as the goal should always be 
to train the next generation to take our 
places, continuing and improving the 
work of bringing in disciples.
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Candidate 42 Dianne Andrews Spencer

Address: 2687 Kings Park Circle, Decatur, GA 30034
Home: 404-288-9285 Mobile: 404-376-5230 
Email: ds2687@bellsouth.net
Occupation:  Educator
Church:  Kelley Chapel UMC
District:  Atlanta-Decatur-Oxford
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  African American
Age Group:  Adult

       All praises to God for your electing 
me to serve at earlier General/
Jurisdictional Conferences. As your 
delegate my commitment is representing 
and reflecting your interests and 
concerns as expressed to me.
       Experience gained while serving on 
the General Board of Status and Role of 
Women and Southeastern Jurisdiction 
UMW Leadership Team have enhanced 
my advocacy for women in the USA and 
globally.  As a teaching professional and 
a dedicated servant leader, I treat all 
of God’s children with respect utilizing 
communication skills to listen and 
articulating our beliefs on behalf of you, 
the voters.   

I SUPPORT
• Lay and clergy partnering in 
harmony to reach the “least, last, lost 
and lonely”
• Wesleyan teachings and uphold 
orthodox theology
• Maintaining the current Book of 
Discipline standards
• Encouraging and mentoring youth 
and young adults to take more leadership 
roles in the church
• Strengthening the local 
discipleship ministries

       Believing that God is not finished 
with us as The United Methodist Church 
; my aspiration is to be a part of making 
a positive difference in the future of our 
denomination.  I solicit your support and 
favorable vote in the 2015 election.  I 
am fully prepared to serve and pledge 
to faithfully and diligently represent you 
prayerfully discerning the issues.

SERVICE
General Church:  Secretary, General 
Commission on the Status and Role of 
Women 2004-2008; (GCSRW) and Board 
member 2004-2012
Southeastern Jurisdiction: Vice Chair, 
CSRW, 2005-2008; Secretary, SEJ 
Leadership Team (UMW) 2008-2012
Conference:  Associate Editor - N GA 
Conference (2012-2016); Associate 
Conference Lay Leader 2004-2012; 
Committee on Episcopacy (2012-2016); 
Board of Ordained Ministry; Past Chair 
Committee on Nominations and secretary 
- UMW 
District: Committee on Ordained 
Ministry; Past UMW President
Local Church:  Chair - Missions;   Chair-
Older Adults; SPRC; Chair - Board of 
Trustees; Church School Superintendent; 
Youth Coordinator; UMW President
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Candidate 43 Bill Stikes

Address: 503 S 6th Street, Griffin, GA 30224
Mobile: 678-758-4406
Email: whstikes@gmail.com
Occupation: High School History Teacher
Church:  Griffin First UMC
District:  Griffin
Gender:  Male 
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group: Young Adult

       I was honored to be elected to serve 
you as a delegate to the 2012 General 
and Jurisdictional Conferences.  From 
Tampa and Lake Junaluska to Washington 
DC, I’ve strived to serve you faithfully and 
diligently.  
       As a Bible study leader, Sunday 
School teacher, UMYF volunteer, Young 
Life leader, high school history teacher 
and high school soccer coach, I’m 
continually amazed by the life-changing 
experiences that take place when my 
students come to know the risen Christ.  
The constant reminder there are people 
that don’t know the saving grace of Jesus 
drives my church service. 
       I believe the local church is best 
equipped to make disciples for Jesus.  I 
believe all levels of the church, from 
Annual Conferences up to General 
Conference, including boards and 
agencies, should exist to support the 
local church in bringing the light of 
Christ to our world.  To me, this means 
being good stewards of human and 
financial resources, including lowering 
apportionments to allow local churches 

to increase ministries and missions in 
local areas.
       I’m proud to have authored an 
amendment to our social principles 
in 2012 that added a reminder of the 
centrality of Christ in all we do.  I promise 
to continue to serve as a reminder to the 
General Church that everything we do 
must center around making disciples.
 
Church Service:
General Church

Delegate: 2012 General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences
Board of Directors: General Board of 
Church and Society

Annual Conference 
Connectional Table member
Griffin District
Associate District Lay Leader
Imagine No Malaria coordinator

Local Church
Bible study leader, Sunday School 
teacher, Certified Lay Servant
Missions committee, Finance 
committee, Church Council

•

•

•
•
•
•

•

•
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Candidate 44 Debby Stikes

Address: 120 Mixon Street, Griffin, GA 30224
Mobile: 678-758-9159 
Email: debby.stikes@griffin-fumc.org
Occupation:  Director of Discipleship
Church:  Griffin First UMC
District:  Griffin
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

       I was honored to be elected as a 
reserve delegate to the 2012 General 
Conference.  While attending all the 
committee meetings and sessions, it 
was apparent no single issue will resolve 
the challenges of the United Methodist 
Church. Prayer and study of multiple 
subjects will be required to truly address 
the 2016 Conference.
       I believe in John Wesley’s theology.  
I believe by scripture, tradition, reason, 
and experience we can find answers to 
today’s problems.  While I recognize we 
are facing challenges as a denomination, 
I am filled with hope for the future of 
United Methodism.
       I believe United Methodists, clergy 
and laity alike, should uphold the 
authority of the Book of Discipline. 
       I believe laity is called by God to be 
in ministry for specific service in addition 
to their vocation.  I believe clergy and 
laity should work hand in hand.  I am 
convinced our diversity is our strength.  
We can and should depend on each 
other for help and support as we expand 
ministry in the world.
       I believe we should strengthen our 

efforts in evangelism.  We need to offer 
the love and good news of Jesus Christ 
to the world.  We are at times distracted 
by the world and by the enormity of 
social issues that face us.  As simple as it 
sounds, Jesus is the answer.
       I believe the church should lead the 
way to instill moral values in children 
and youth.  We must not ignore our 
responsibility while expanding our 
resources to reach children and youth.

Areas of Service:
Jurisdictional Delegate (2008, 2012)
Reserve General Conference Delegate 
(2008, 2012)
Attended 2012 General Conference
Professional Certification in Christian 
Education from GBHEM
Lay Revitalization Ministry
Connectional Café Workshop Leader
Board of Directors – UM Children’s 
Home
District Trustee
District UMW Chairperson 
Nominations
Disciple/Covenant Bible Study Leader
Stephen Ministry Leader

•
•

•
•

•
•
•

•
•

•
•
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Candidate 45 Dawn Townsend

Address: 632 Pisgah Way, Calhoun, GA 30701
Mobile: 678-986-6901
Email: ddstownsend@gmail.com
Occupation: Division Director, International Trade Division 
Church:  Calhoun First UMC
District:  Northwest
Gender:  Female 
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group: Adult

       I offer myself as a 2016 General/
Jurisdictional Conference delegate 
and request your vote. As a longtime 
United Methodist, I am committed to 
Christian service as a layperson and 
am prayerful in discerning God’s will. 
I understand God’s unconditional love 
through personal grace and the blessing 
of children. I enthusiastically embrace 
lifelong discipleship and growth. I humbly 
accept responsibility and I am prepared 
for continued Christian service.  
       My professional career has included 
protective services for children. Currently 
I work in economic development 
mobilizing domestic and international 
resources for businesses in order to 
increase job opportunities for Georgians. 
My one uninvited employment change 
took me to the Mount of Beatitudes 
on the Sea of Galilee at sundown on 
a Sabbath. That breathtaking moment 
reaffirmed God’s grace and the peace 
that is available through Jesus.

I SUPPORT
Equipping ALL laity for mission and 
ministry while developing emerging 
leaders
Evangelism through the sharing 
of our individual stories to bring 
reconciliation and transformation to 
the world
Stewardship and fiscal responsibility, 

•

•

•

acknowledging all that we have is 
God’s
Decision-making using holy 
conferencing (listening before 
speaking) and Wesley’s Quadrilateral 
(scripture, tradition, reason, 
experience)
Accountability - personally through 
small groups and corporately through 
our Book of Discipline as we seek to 
be effective Christian witnesses
Partnerships (clergy/laity, 
multigenerational, ecumenical, cross-
cultural) that multiply our outreach 
and embody God’s love for all
Servant leadership as demonstrated 
by Jesus Christ 

 
SERVICE
Conference: Board of Laity, Leadership 
UMC; Leadership UMC II Organizing 
Committee; Board of Trustees 
Subcommittee
District: Northwest District Lay Leader, 
Bartow-Gordon Zone Leader, Board of 
Laity, Committees: Ordained Ministry; 
Nominations; Superintendency; Finance, 
Strategic Growth, Leadership
Local Church: Lay Leader; SPPRC 
Chair; Administrative Board; Finance 
Committee, Small group leader; Vital 
Congregation Committee, Disciple Bible 
Study; Sunday School Teacher (adult/ 
children), Certified Lay Servant

•

•

•

•

45



Candidate 46 Richard L. Williamson

Address: Sweet Plum Trace, Gainesville, GA 30504
Home: 770-536-9995  Mobile: 678-549-6891
Email: rlw1098@att.net
Occupation:  Retired Businessman
Church:  Gainesville First UMC
District:  Gainesville
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult

       It has been my honor to represent 
you at General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences in the past.  Thank you for 
the trust you have shown and I would be 
honored to again serve you in 2016.  The 
DESIRE AND FIRE to DO THE JOB and to 
serve you is still there.
       Having served on the General 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
has enabled me to see the need for 
coordination between our board and 
agencies to eliminate duplication of work 
and services.  Through this networking 
opportunity I have been able to express 
the views and concerns of the North 
Georgia Conference.

If elected, I pledge:
Continued emphasis on our Wesleyan 
traditions and orthodox theology,
Support for Bible studies and family 
programs,
Advocacy for inclusiveness through 
fair and balanced representation,
Transparency in fiscal responsibility 
and budget accountability,
Utilization of the connection to 
reverse the membership decline, 

•

•

•

•

•

Support for compliance of current 
language in Book of Discipline,
Strengthening lay and clergy 
partnerships to facilitate the “making 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.”

SERVICE
General Church: Member General 
Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry; GBHEM Investment 
Committee
Annual Conference: Board of Ordained 
Ministry
Gainesville District: Chair, 
Superintendency Committee; Lay 
Leader (2000-2013) Member: 
Connectional Table, Board of Ordained 
Ministry, District Committee of 
Ministry, New Church Development, 
Certified Lay Servant and Instructor
Local Church: Teacher, Sunday School, 
Disciple Bible Study, Stephens Ministry 
Leader, Honduras Mission Team, Lay 
Witness Mission Coordinator, Emmaus 
community

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Candidate 47 Sherrie L. Wilson

Address: 1300 Wichita Drive SW, Atlanta, GA 30311
Home: 404-755-4608 Mobile: 404-405-6891
Email: swilso1204@gmail.com
Occupation: Federal Grants Administrator 
Church:  Hoosier Memorial UMC
District:  Atlanta-College Park 
Ethnic Heritage:  African American
Age Group: Adult

       It is an honor to be considered as 
a lay delegate to our 2016 General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences.  I believe 
God has helped me develop faith and 
knowledge of the UMC and led me to this 
opportunity to serve. Serving at Annual 
Conference since 2008 allows me to bring 
a fresh but knowledgeable voice to our 
Wesleyan practice and orthodox theology.  
Consistent with my faith, I have a deep 
passion to bring the Kingdom of God to 
all persons.  My beliefs inform my core 
values and practice for ministry in my 
daily life.

I SUPPORT:
The mission and message of Jesus 
Christ as set-forth in Matthew 
28:19…”Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit”;
Preserving the essential fundamentals 
of the Wesleyan doctrine, orthodox 
theology and the UMC discipline 
requiring accountability;
The true apostolic church that has 
no end; where the true gospel is 
preached, lives are transformed, 
people are served, and young 
Christians deepen their discipleship;

•

•

•

And I appreciate our connectional 
system because God is using this 
denomination, building global bridges 
and making a global difference in 
many lives;
Enhancing opportunities for youth and 
young adults to explore God’s call to 
ministry and service;
Nurturing Clergy and Laity leadership 
working together, equipping all to 
serve;

MY EXPERIENCE INCLUDES:

CONFERENCE: Lay Teller, At-Large 
Member, close observer at the 2012 
General Conference in Tampa, FL.
ATLANTA COLLEGE PARK DISTRICT: 
Certified Lay Servant, Leadership UMC 
Graduate.
LOCAL CHURCH: Lay Leader, Lay Delegate, 
UMW President & VP, Spiritual Growth 
Coordinator, Church Treasurer, Financial 
Secretary, Higher Education & Campus 
Ministry, Disciple Bible Study.  
OTHER:  Regional Council of Churches, 
Church Women United, Mayor’s 
Faith-Based Ministries, Distinguished 
Toastmaster.

I would sincerely appreciate your vote!

•

•

•
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